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VL Part of fome Letters from Mr. Chriftoplier Hunter to 
Dr. Martin Lifter, .F. R. S. concerning Jevera! Roman 
Infcrij^tiGus, and other Antiquities in Yorkfliire. 

Stockton, Apr. 12. 1702, 
jo / Rf 

I Humbly beg pardon for lb long delaying to abfolve the Pro- 
mile I formerly made of prefenting you with an acceunt of 
another Roman Station in the County oi Durham^ at a Village 
called Ebchefter : but tho' I was born near that place, and lince 
my promife have often carefully view'd it, I cou'd not till very 
lately latisfie myfelf fo far as to be able to reduce my mind from 
the vulgar opinion, that this has never been more than a Place 
nam'd from that Pious Virgin St EMa^ which is all Mr Cam3de?i 
fays of it. 

It has been furrounded with a Wall of hewn Stone, and feems 
to have been an exad: fquare of about 200 yards on every iide : 
here have been Suburbs towards the Vv^eft, South, and perhaps 
Eaft, of a confidcrable extent : but towards the North the Wall 
has flood upon the top of a fteep bank, imder which runs the 
KivcrDerwent, in which not long fince was found along Altar, 
but its Infcription is defaced : as alfo a leffer Stone, with this 
word HAVE, not on the front, but on one fide ; this Stone is 
in my polTeffion. There is another (which is ufed as a Grave- 
ftone) it lies before the Church-door, which by the Engraving 
of a Man from the Breaft upwards in a Roman drefs, feeois to 
have been Roman. Thefe are all the Stones I can meet with 
that have ever had any Roman Infcription. I enquired of the 
moll: underftanding Inhabitants concerning what has been found 
there whiift they digged up the Ruins of this place ; all ccn- 
fefs they have dug up many Infcriptions, but (becaufe no 
body there underftood them) they always broke them : and 
they add, that in moft places they plainly difcern two diifle- 
rent foundations of ruin'd Houfes, and mofc Stones thus dug 
up are ting'd of a deep red colour, undoubtedly by Fire. That 
part of the Village which ftands within the Walls is calFd the 
Mains, and there are the moft ruins : here arc many Tiles 
dog up of red Clay, but not one entire. 

About twenty years ago, fome out of a Project of finding a 
Treafure,andprompted forward by theTradition of anIronGate, 

N n n n n n n fuppofed 
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uippofcd to be about eighty yards from the place where they 
made the lirft attempt, began to undermine an old Foundation 
trill viiible on a Hill iide, and after tliey made a fmall progrefs 
found aconfiderable quantity of a melted Metal, which at fnil 
view they fuppofed had been Silver, but upon a fecond examina- 
tion it proved to be no more than Pewter, which difcouraged the 
Undertakers fo much that they defifled from further Enquir}^. 
Wiitlingjlrcct paifes by this Place about a hundred yards to 
the Weil: : for it could not conveniently be brought through 
the Town without a tenfold charge, by reafon of a Brook two 
or three hundred yards to the South, whofe Banks are not a 
little uneven, and the above mentioned fteep hill towards the 
North makes a Pallage that way next to impolllble. 

I can meet with no certainty whether the Romans have had a 
BridgeoverZ)rr'u't7//at£^r/?fy?t7*, fo dare determine nothing as to 
that pointy but the Affirmative feems to me more reafonable, 
both from the number of Souldiers who mull needs have palled 
that way, as alfo from the conliderable largenefs of this River. 
The Palfage in the Second Book oi Ptolemy's Geography, Sub 
E/gov/s & Olludlnis ad utraqy Maria habit ant Br igantes in quibus 
Urbes Epiacum^ Vinnoviumy CattiraStiontim ; Calatumy Ifurium, 
Rbigodimnmy OUcana^ Eboraaim^ feems to perfwade that this 
may probably have been Epiacum of the Romansy efpecially if 
it can be granted that this Author mentions only the Places in 
the Eailcrn Part of this Province (and only Epiacumy if placed 
at Fapcajlky ixtRbigodtmumy if at Ribcbejier, thwart this affer- 
lion.) And indeed I am apt to believe that Ptolemy begins his 
Enumeration of the Places among the Brigantes at the Place 
Tieareii Hadrians Wall, and has advanced in order (tho' with 
Ibme Omillions) to Eboraciwiy the chief Town in the Province : 
And further, the Modern name Ebc/jejier agrees as well with 
Epiacum as Papcii/ile does, for all know the Mutation of P into 
B to be a thing not unufual. I hope this Conjecture will not 
be oppoiite to the Authority of other Writers, whomFm forry 
I have not a convenience to confult upon this Point. 

To morrow 1 intend to go view fome more Stones which I 
lately had an account of; if there be any Infcriptions of value, 
V\\ let vow know the firfl: opportunity. I am 

S I Ry 

I^our mojl Obliged Servant y 

Chrif. PTunter* 
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SIR, 

I Had acquainted you with the fuccefs of my Journey before this time 
if the expeftation of an Anfwer to that Letter I made bold to write 
to you fome weeks fince about a Roman ilation in this County, had not 
put a Hop to my Refclutions. 

Thoft Infcriptions, I doubt not, will find a favourable reception ; tho', 
'tis to be confefs'd, fome of them are not fo perfeft as I could have defired : 
and moft of the Words in that mark'd. Tab. i. No i. are fo artificially 
crazed, that I am apt to believe it has been thus defaced upon fome Re- 
volution in the Roman Government. This, (with feveral more, beauti- 
fy'd with Infcriptions and Engraving, but which are now taken away) 
was dug up fome time ago in a Field called the Bower ^ it is about half 
way between the Roman Wall and South Tine, and is near two miles 
Weft from Bufie gap ; here has been a Roman G2,xn{on kept, it has been 
furrounded with a fingle Wall, and is fquare ; 'tis nothing now but 
heaps of Stones, overgrown with Bu flies. 

Some years ago, on the Weft-fide of this Place,, about fifty yards from 
the Walls thereof, there was difcover'd under a heap of Rubbiih a fquare 
Room ftrongly vaulted above, and paved with large fquare Sones fet in 
Lime ; and under this a lower Room, whofe Roof was. fupported by 
rows of fquare Pillars of about half a yard high : the' upper Room had 
two niches, like (and perhaps in the nature of) Chimnies on each fide of 
every corner or fquare, which in all made the number fixteen \ the Pave- 
m.ent of this Room, as alfo its Roof, were tinged black with Smoak. 
The Stones ufed in Vaulting the upper Room have been marked as our 
Joyners do the Deals for Chambers ; thofe I faw were number'd thus, 
X, XL XIIL The man who farms this ground prefented me with a 
winged Luage, it has been about three Inches long, but now wants the 
Head and Feet. 

The other Infcriptions were all found near the Houfejieads, a Place fo 
called from the abundance of Ruins ; this is about half a mile from Bufy-^ 
gap towards the Weft, and is placed juft within the Roman Wall j among 
the Ruins I found feveral Pedeftals, two or three Pillars, two Images, but 
fomewhat defaced. The Stone Tab. i. No 2. lies again a Hedge a quarter 
of a mile from this place. That marked Tab i. No 3. tho* only part of 
an Altar, I thought worthy tranfcribing, becaufe I am in hopes of recover-^ 
ing the other part as foon as Harveft is over, this part having been tore up 
by the Plough. The two Altars Tab. 1. No 4. and 5. are very legible; 
I found them on a rifing ground South of the Honjejleads \ they call it 
Chapel hill, and fuppofe a Foundation, which is vilible there, to have 
been a Chapel ; and fay that within the memory of their Fathers they 
ufed to bury their dead here : I dare not determine in this point. 

I wifli heartily any thing worth notice may have occurr'd, and afiiire 
you that I will always endeavour (as much as bufinefs wili permit) to. 
furnifb you with fuch things as feem worthy your acceptance. I am 

Ymr moji humble Ser'vaniy. 
Stockton^ May 15. 1702. 

Chrif, Hunter., 
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Have nothing fo much worth returning as an account of my lafl 
Journev into N'orthmnherlmd on the i8ih and igfeli of this infcant, 
1 fouod f^itimgjireet very vifible from near Ekhe^er ahnoft to Corbrklge 
v/hich is about (even miles: here beyond expeftation I met with this 
Altar marked I'ab. 2. a. I drew both fides of it, b, and c. as well as I could; 
at the top it is hollow at lead eight inches deep : the Infcription is all 
legible except the fecond and laii- letters in the firft line, the fecond and 
third in the third line, and the third in the laft, which are a little doubt- 
ful ; the Altar is at prefent in the Church-yard, it has been there a long 
time. 

The Fragment d. I found in the front of a Houfc in the fame l^own, 
it is ftiil fufficient to fliew the real value which ouffht to have been (tt 
upon the Infcription, if it had been entire : I was very fenfible at firil 
view that Hiftory would receive fome light from this if perfect ; and in 
order to retrieve the remaining part (which 1 am pcrfuaded is ftill bu- 
ried in the Ruins) I proffer'd any reafonable gratification to whofoev^er 
would undertake to procure it tor me, but had the ungrateful anfwei 
that the perfon that found this being dead, no other body could go to 
the place where it was formerly digged up. This, Sir, plainly fliev/s the 
irretrievable lofs Learning fuftains by the fluggilli neglecl of fome men. 

From hence I travelFd upon this Street ahnoft to Refingham ; it is 
very vifible all this way ; about a mile South from Refmgham there is a 
Pillar of about eight foot m length, which has flood by the way ilde, 
but is now fallen : At this Place 1 was fhewn the Infcription in a 
Wall on the infide of a Houfe : I got a Medal which was found here a 
year ago, 'tis a Brafs one, the Emperors name worn out, AVG PIVS 
very legible, but by the figures of other Medals I take it to be Antoninus i 
on the Reverfc a Wolf without any Infcription. 

'Fhe next Roman Town I vifited wzs Roche/ier ; Watlingjfrwi h very 
vifible fome part of it, but how far I cannot tell, not having traced it. 
i found the Altar f, near this place. I cannot fay this is the largeft, but 
think it has been one of the beft fortified Places the Romans have been 
Mailers of in the North : and indeed it flood in need of being fo, fmce it 
was not only a Frontier Town, but, as Mae/h'ich is at prefent, was fur- 
lou nded bv Enemies. 

From this Place I returned to the Roman Wall at Carron^ betv/een 
which and FFalwkh the Wall has been repaired, and fronted with its old 
Stones again, upon which I found the Infcription Tab. 2. No i, 2- 3. 4. 
czfc. Thele, tho' of fmall moment, I took pains to copy and tranfmit to you, 
being a thing (to me) new : and I doubt not but it's polEble to meet with 
many more of this Natuje, when I have an opportunity of fpending a 
little more time than I had at colleiling thefe, which I intend as foon 
as biTmefs permits. 

As to the report of uncommon Plants growing on or near the 
Wall, I nnd it groundlefs unlefs fome are pleas'd to think the 6W1- 
/.H'/PY? aim radiu granulo/a I B to be fuch ; but I can afiure you that it is 
not at all uncommon in our Northern Climate. I make bold to fub- 
fcribe myfelf 

Stocktm^ May ig* 1702 Tour mo/i obliged S£rvant^ 

Chrif. Hunter. 
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